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He pleaded guilty, acknowledging in general terms that he
Trial and ^ad acted wrongly; but it was evident that he still
execution of believed that he was justified in what he had done, at

Sanquhar.                                                    J                                                             3

least by the laws of honour. He concluded his con-
fession by asking for mercy. James was not inclined to interfere
with the sentence of the law. Sanquhar, though a Scotchman,
was not one of his favourites, and there was no motive, in this
case, to pervert his sense of justice. The wretched man was
accordingly left to his fate. On the morning of the 2pth he
was hanged in front of the great gate of Westminster Hall.
Before his execution he expressed his sorrow for his crime, and
ended by declaring that he died in the faith of the Roman
Catholic Church. It is characteristic of the time that the
compassion of the bystanders, which had been moved by his
acknowledgment of his offence, visibly abated when this last
statement was made.1
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